
 
 

TOXICOLOGY CENTRE  
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[http://www.usask.ca/toxicology/] 
 
Mission:  To deliver excellence in toxicology teaching and research. 
 
Goals and objectives of the centre: 
I) To increase graduate and undergraduate student enrollment. 
II) To improve the student experience in teaching and research. 
III) To become an international leader in toxicology research. 
 
Types of activities undertaken to achieve mandate:  Strengthen linkages with other 
academic units on campus (e.g., increase or remove enrollment cap in undergraduate 
toxicology courses to fit the needs of other academic programs). 
I) Expand graduate course offerings and establish new programs (e.g., Human and 

Ecological Risk Assessment (HERA), Non-thesis Masters in Toxicology). 
II) Establish new partnerships and student exchange programs with leading 

international research institutions in toxicology (e.g., Umea University, Sweden; 
RWTH Aachen, Germany; City University of Hong Kong)  

 
Governance:  
 
Dr. David Janz, Acting Director, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences, 

Western College of Veterinary Medicine 
Dr. Karsten Liber, Administrative Oversight, School of Environment and Sustainability 
Dr. Michael Pietrock, Assistant Director, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences, 

Western College of Veterinary Medicine 
Adriana Brown, Manager of Finance and Operation 
 
Advisory Board:  
Dr. Lawrence Martz (CGSR), Dr. Douglas Freeman (WCVM), Engin Ozberk (Cameco 
Corporation), John Rowson (AREVA Resources Canada Inc.), Dr. Abdul Jalil 
(Agriculture & Food Canada), Dr. Mark Wickstrom (WCVM), Dr. Jane Alcorn (College 
of Pharmacy and Nutrition), Meghan Goertzen (Toxicology Graduate Program), Dr. Jim 
Germida (Associate Vice-President (Academic)), Dr. Karen Chad (Vice-President 
Research), Dr. Steven Siciliano (Department of Soil Science) 
 



Core Members: 
Dr. Jane Alcorn, Associate Professor, College of Pharmacy and Nutrition 
Dr. Barry Blakley, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences, Western College of 

Veterinary Medicine 
Dr. John Giesy, Professor and Canada Research Chair, Department of Veterinary 

Biomedical Sciences, Western College of Veterinary Medicine  
Dr. Markus Hecker, Adjunct Professor 
Dr. David Janz, Acting Director, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences, 

Western College of Veterinary Medicine 
Dr. Paul Jones, Associate Professor, School of Environment and Sustainability 
Dr. Karsten Liber, Administrative Oversight, School of Environment and Sustainability 
Dr. Som Niyogi, Assistant Professor, Department of Biology 
Dr. Michael Pietrock, Assistant Director, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences, 

Western College of Veterinary Medicine 
Dr. Steven Siciliano, Associate Professor, Department of Soil Sciences 
Dr. Pat Thomas, Professional Research Associate 
Dr. Lynn Weber, Assistant Professor, Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences, 

Western College of Veterinary Medicine 
Dr. Mark Wickstrom, Associate Professor, Department of Veterinary Biomedical 

Sciences, Western College of Veterinary Medicine 
 
In addition, there are approximately 40 faculty and scientists who contribute to the 
interdisciplinary Toxicology Programs by irregularly supervising graduate students 
and/or teaching toxicology-related courses / course modules. 
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