
 AGENDA ITEM NO: 9.1 
 

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

REQUEST FOR DECISION 

   
 
PRESENTED BY: Gordon Hill, Chair, Academic Programs Committee 
 
DATE OF MEETING: June 18, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Arts & Science: B.A. Four-year and Honours in Community 

Planning and Native Studies 
  
DECISION REQUESTED: 
 It is recommended: 

That Council approve the Bachelor of Arts  Four-year and Honours 
in Community Planning and Native Studies 

 
PURPOSE: 
The Bachelor of Arts is an academic program at the University of Saskatchewan.   New fields of 
specialization at the major and Honours level must be approved by University Council.  
  
SUMMARY 
There is a great demand for community planners with deep expertise in Native Studies. The B.A. 
in Community Planning and Native Studies is designed to provide students with the knowledge 
and skills they will require to work as community planners in Aboriginal communities or in non-
Aboriginal communities where a deep understanding of Aboriginal history, philosophy, methods 
and priorities are important. The interdisciplinary education provided in Community Planning 
and Native Studies will prepare students to work or undertake further specialized graduate 
studies.   Accreditation for the degree will be sought from the Association of Professional 
Community Planners of Saskatchewan and the Canadian Institute of Planners. 
 
Degree requirements include courses in Native Studies, Geography, Political Studies and 
Regional and Urban Planning, and cognate courses in Sociology and in Renewable Resource 
Management.  Electives can be chosen so as to complete specializations in Environmental 
Planning & Management, Geomatics, Urban Design, or Economic Development & Marketing. 
 
New course: GEOG 445.3 Planning with Indigenous Communities 
 
The Academic Programs Committee established a Subcommittee to review this proposal and 
requested  additional information.  At its June 2 meeting, the Committee agreed to recommend 
approval to Council. 
  
ATTACHMENTS:   
Proposal documentation, subcommittee report. 



 
Proposal for Curriculum Change 

University of Saskatchewan 
 

to be approved by University Council or by Academic Programs Committee 
 

1.  PROPOSAL IDENTIFICATION  
 
Title of proposal:  B.A.  Community Planning and Native Studies 
 
Degree(s):  Bachelor of Arts    
 
Field(s) of Specialization: Community Planning and Native Studies   
 
Level(s) of Concentration:  4-Year and Honours  Option(s): N/A 
 
Degree College: Arts and Science    
 
Department: Joint Department Initiative: Geography and Planning and Native Studies   
 
Home College:  Arts and Science 
 
Contact person(s) (name, telephone, fax, e-mail): 
 
Tom Steele 
Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs 
College of Arts & Science 
966-4315 
tom.steele@artsandscience.usask.ca 
 
Ryan Walker 
Chair, Regional & Urban Planning Program 
Department of Geography and Planning 
966-5664 
ryan.walker@usask.ca  
 
Ron Laliberté 
Professor 
Department of Native Studies 
966-6211 
ron.laliberte@usask.ca  
 
 
Date:  March 13, 2009 

mailto:tom.steele@artsandscience.usask.ca
mailto:ryan.walker@usask.ca
mailto:ron.laliberte@usask.ca


 
Approved by the degree college and/or home college: 
March 12, 2009 – Division of Social Science 
 
Proposed date of implementation:  September 2009 
 
 
 
2.  Type of change 
 
Requiring approval by Council 
 
A new Field of Specialization at the Major or Honours Level of Concentration or template for a 
major or honours program 
 
Proposal Document 
 
 
3.  RATIONALE  
 
There is a great demand for community planners with deep expertise in Native Studies.  The 
University of Saskatchewan has also articulated an Institutional Imperative in The Second 
Integrated Plan that centres on embracing “the fundamental importance of its relationships with 
First Nations, Métis, Inuit and Indigenous peoples.”  The Departments of Native Studies and 
Geography & Planning share a main office and faculty offices in Kirk Hall, and a number of 
faculty members in the two departments work collaboratively on research and student 
supervision already.  This is a natural progression of the relationship between the Departments 
to create a program that offers a deep specialization in Native Studies and the professional 
education associated with being a professional planner.  Accreditation for the degree will be 
sought from the Association of Professional Community Planners of Saskatchewan and 
Canadian Institute of Planners over the next few years.  The outline you see here of the degree 
requirements and program administration results from meetings between Ron Laliberté, Roger 
Maaka, Ryan Walker and Sandra Paradis and the Departments of Geography & Planning and 
Native Studies faculty members.  Ryan Walker has interpreted the Canadian Institute of 
Planners’ requirements for the recognition of university degrees in planning (i.e., standards for 
professional accreditation) to assess the likelihood that this major could receive accreditation.  
To this end, the opinions of three present or past planning program directors in planning – from 
Dalhousie University, University of Guelph and UBC – were solicited and are on file for review.  
The perspective of the acting head of the School of Planning at the University of Northern British 
Columbia (Eric Rapaport) – which offers a major in First Nations Planning – was solicited and is 
also on file for review. Consultation was undertaken with Sociology (Terry Wotherspoon), 
Political Studies (Peter Phillips and Joseph Garcea) and Agriculture and Bioresources (Jill 
Hobbs).   The new major and curriculum was also discussed with Tom Allen (Aboriginal 
Engagement Commitment Co-Leader) and Joan Greyeyes (Special Advisor on Aboriginal 
Initiatives) jointly. 
 
 
 
 



4.  DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM CHARACTERISTICS 
 
The B.A. in Community Planning and Native Studies is designed to provide students with the 
knowledge and skills they will require to work as community planners in Aboriginal communities 
or in non-Aboriginal communities where a deep understanding of Aboriginal history, philosophy, 
methods and priorities are important.  The interdisciplinary education provided in Community 
Planning and Native Studies will prepare students to work or undertake further specialized 
graduate studies in an area where graduates are in demand and where applied and conceptual 
questions remain to be solved.  The B.A. in Community Planning and Native Studies is not 
currently recognized by the Association of Professional Community Planners of Saskatchewan 
and Canadian Institute of Planners as an accredited university degree in planning. 
 
B.A. Four-year or Honours Community Planning & Native Studies 
Note: No more than 6 credit units from one subject may be used to meet Requirements B1 to 
B4. 
 
B1 Basic Social Science Requirements (12 credit units) 
NS 105.3 and 106.3 
POLS 111.3 (see Note 1 below) 
3 c.u. Social Science 
 
B2 Humanities (6 credit units) 
6 credit units from the Humanities 
 
B3 Natural Science (6 credit units) 
GEOG 120.3 or 125.3 
3 credit units from the Natural Sciences 
 
B4 Language (6 credit units) 
6 credit units from the Languages 
 
B5 Elective (6 credit units) 
6 credit units selected from the areas of Humanities, Natural Science or Fine Arts, such that no 
more than 6 credit units from one subject are used in Requirements B1 to B4. 
 
B6 Major Requirements (57 credit units) 
NS 260.6, 263.6, 365.6, and 450.6 
 
GEOG 240.3 (see Note 2 below), 341.3, 342.3, 343.3, 442.3, and 445.3 
 
RUP 390.3, 395.3, 490.3, and 495.3 
 
B7 Electives Requirement 
a) Required Cognate Courses 
SOC 232.3 (see Note 3 below) 
 
POLS 306.3 
 
One of POLS 322.3, 323.3, or 328.3 
 
RRM 398.3 Aboriginal Peoples and Natural Resource Management 



 
b) Open Electives – Courses to complete the requirements for the 120 credit unit Four-year or 
Honours degree program. Of the 120 c.u. required at least 66 must be at the 200-level or higher 
and no more than 60 can be in one subject.  A course used to fulfill requirement (a) may not be 
used again to fulfill requirement (b).  Students are encouraged to consult one of the Co-Chairs 
of the Community Planning & Native Studies program about suggested groupings of elective 
courses to create a specialization in Environmental Planning & Management, Geomatics, Urban 
Design, or Economic Development & Marketing. 
 
Notes: 
Senior POLS classes (i.e., 200-level and above) require 6 credit units of 100-level POLS as a 
prerequisite. However, students who have declared Community Planning & Native Studies as 
their major require only POLS 111.3 (not 111.3 and 112.3) as a prerequisite for senior POLS 
classes listed as CP & NS program requirements.  Students taking other senior POLS classes – 
not listed as CP & NS program requirements – will require the normal prerequisite. 
Students who have declared Community Planning & Native Studies as their major do not 
require GEOG 130.3 as a prerequisite for GEOG 240.3. 
Students who have declared Community Planning & Native Studies as their major do not 
require SOC 111.3 and 112.3 as prerequisites for SOC 232.3. 
 
 
5.  RESOURCES 
 
The proposed program can be accommodated within the departmental budgets of Geography & 
Planning and Native Studies. 
 
 
6.  RELATIONSHIPS AND IMPACT OF IMPLEMENTATION 
 
The Departments have been in contact with other departments whose courses this program is 
most likely to impact (Political Studies, Sociology, and Bioresource Policy, Business & 
Economics). Each has indicated there is normally room for extra students in the courses 
we have listed as required and given their support for the new major. 
 
Letters of consultation and support are attached. 
 
  
7.  BUDGET 
 
 
Budget form attached.



College Statement 
 
From Tom Steele, Associate Dean, College of Arts & Science 
 
The proposed program combines two unique strengths of the College of Arts and Science: a 
strong Native Studies department and an accredited planning program. The proposed program 
thus represents a competitive advantage for the University of Saskatchewan with the potential 
to recruit new Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students to the College of Arts & Science. This new 
cross-department initiative in the creation of a new Interdisciplinary program in the Division of 
Social Science will provide students with an Aboriginal perspective on Community Planning. 
The College supports this initiative as part of its role in supporting the Integrated Plan for unique 
interdisciplinary initiatives involving current issues faced by today’s societies and in particular 
our First Nations, Métis, Inuit and Indigenous societies, providing new opportunities for students, 
and strengthening recruitment and retention efforts.  
 
This proposal was developed by Dr. Ryan Walker and Dr. Ron Laliberté and approved by both 
departments’ undergraduate committees and the departments as a whole.  It was circulated in 
the January 2009 College Challenge to all Arts and Science faculty for comment and feedback.  
The proposal was approved by the Division of Social Science on March 12, 2009.  
 
 
 
Related Documentation 
 
Letters of support are attached. 
 
The University of Saskatchewan has articulated an Institutional Imperative in The Second 
Integrated Plan that centres on embracing “the fundamental importance of its relationships with 
First Nations, Métis, Inuit and Indigenous peoples.” 
 
 
Consultation Forms 
 
Attach the following forms, as required 
 
Required for all submissions:   Consultation with the Registrar form  
 
Required for all new courses: New course proposal form 
 
Required if budget allocation needed:   Budget Consultation form  
 







New Course for BA Community Planning & Native Studies 
 
GEOG 445.3 Planning with Indigenous Communities 
Prerequisite(s): 90 credit units in the Community Planning and Native Studies, Regional and Urban 

Planning, Geography or Native Studies programs, or permission of the department 
Focuses on the application of theory and methods of community planning and native studies to 
contemporary challenges in the field. Emphasis on project-based and experiential learning through group 
and individual projects, guest lectures, and a fieldtrip.  Also serves as a capstone course for the 
Community Planning and Native Studies program. 



Subcommittee report for the B.A. in Community Planning and Native Studies. 

21/April/09 

1.  Proposal identification:  B.A. Community Planning and Native Studies. 
2. Type of change:  new field of specialization. 
3. Rationale: 

a. Program objectives:  There was no statement of program objectives in the proposal 
document 

b. Need:  There was no direct statement of need.  We would ask the developers of this 
proposal to make an evidence‐based statement. 

c. Demand:  There is only an anecdotal statement of need, no solid documentation based 
on evidence was found in the proposal. 

d. Uniqueness:  Eric Rapaport’s  response to Ryan in his memo of Dec. 01, 2008 indicates 
that UNBC has recently developed a similar program.  If there is only one other program 
like this in western Canada, then by inference, there is at least some perception of 
uniqueness in the U. of S. proposal. 

e. Expertise of the sponsoring unit:   Given the breadth and depth of courses offered, there 
appears to be sufficient expertise in the departments of Geography and Native Studies 
to offer the program.  There is also mention of seeking certification from the Association 
of Professional Community Planners of Saskatchewan and the Canadian Institute of 
Planners as an accredited university degree in planning. 

f. Relationship to the college plans and to SPR or other review recommendations:  no clear 
direction/association with the college plans has been outlined in the proposal, but there 
is mention that the Second Integrated Plan centers on embracing “the fundamental 
importance of its relationships with First Nations, Metis , Inuit and Indigenous peoples”. 
 

We would recommend that there be a statement of objectives, some solid evidence of need/demand 
for the program, and a statement of its relationship to the college plan be added to the proposal for a 
B.A. in Community Planning and Native Studies. 
 

4.  Program characteristics 
a. Draft of the calendar entry:  A description of the program characteristics was presented 

in the proposal. 
b. Program template:  a structured set of courses and electives was presented in the 

proposal. 
c. Consultation with the Registrar:  Yes, there is a completed and signed form 

accompanying the proposal. 

In the notes section following the description of electives there is mention that “Senior POLS classes (i.e. 
200 and above) require 6 credit units of 100 level POLS as a prerequisite.  However, students who have 
declared Community Planning & Native Studies as their major require only POLS 111.3 (not 111.3 and 



112.3) as prerequisite for senior POLS classes listed as CP & NS program requirements.”  Similarly, CP & 
NS do not require GEOG 130.3 as a prerequisite for GEOG 240.3 or SOC 111.3 and 112.3 as prerequisites 
for SOC 232.3.  There appears to be an equity issue here.  Why would students in one stream require 
prerequisite courses when students in another stream do not when both streams take the same senior 
courses?  We would recommend including as statement of rationale for this anomaly.  Are the 
prerequisite requirements for taking senior courses covered in other ways for one stream and not the 
other?  If so, which courses or competencies would be acting in lieu of otherwise required prerequisite 
courses. 

5. Resources 

a. Source:  In the proposal, there is a statement that the proposed program can be 
accommodated within the departmental budgets of the participating departments. 

b. Memo from the Dean:  there is a memo from the Associate Dean confirming support for 
the proposed program, but there is no statement confirming that this can be done with 
existing resources. 

c. Consultation:  Consultation with ITS, Physical Plant and the Library was not deemed to 
be necessary. 

There is a proposal for a new course in “Planning with Indigenous Communities, GEOG 445.3” proposed.  
If this course is to be accommodated within the department, then a course normally given by a faculty 
member or a sessional lecturer will need to be dropped or given in alternate years.  There is also a 
caveat in the memo of April 13, 2009 from Peter Phillips, Head, Political Studies, that “if the requisite 
resources are available, the Department will continue to offer these courses with the frequency that it 
has in recent years.  We would recommend that some thought be given as to how this program will be 
resourced should these events come to fruition. 

6.  Relationships and Impact of Implementation: 

a. Memo from Dirk de Boer, Head, Geography, supports the proposed major in CP & NS. 

b. Memo  from Roger Maaka, Head, Department of Native Studies supports the proposal. 

c. Memo from Peter Phillips, Head, Department of Political Studies, supports the proposal. 

d. Memo from Jill Hobbs, Dept. of Bioresource Policy, Business & Economics supports the 
proposal. 

e. E‐mail from Jill Grant, Dalhousie U. and Fellow of the Canadian Institute of Planners, 
suggests that “the general pattern of an acceptable program is certainly here.” 

f. E‐mail from Leonie Sandercock, U.BC. comments that the proposed major is a “very 
timely and very well thought through proposal”. 



g. E‐mail from Wayne Caldwell, U. of Guelph refers to the proposal as being “relevant and 
timely”, and has some suggestions for program design. 

h. E‐mail from Eric Rapaport, U. of Northern  B.C. Reports that although the number of 
students in their program is small, in B.C. it seems the demand is there.  

7.  Budget 

a. Since the program is comprised of existing courses, it has been suggested that there will 
be no incremental personnel or operating costs.  There is however a new course 
proposed and if approved, will be part of a faculty member’s assignment to duties. 

In conclusion, we feel that the proposal for a B.A. in Community Planning and Native Studies is a good 
program major.  We recommend approval of the proposed major if: 

a.  The information missing in the aforementioned items is completed 

b. The issue of differing prerequisites for students is addressed 

c. There is more that anecdotal evidence of the need/demand for the major in 
Community Planning and Native Studies in the province of Saskatchewan. 

d. There is some discussion of how internal resources can be reallocated to 
accommodate a new course offering. 
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