
 AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.2 
 

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

REQUEST FOR DECISION 

   
 
PRESENTED BY: Gordon Hill, Chair, Academic Programs Committee 
 
DATE OF MEETING: January 22, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Graduate Studies & Research:  Master of Public Policy, 

PhD in Public Policy 
  
DECISION REQUESTED: 
 It is recommended: 

That Council approve both the Master of Public Policy and 
PhD in Public Policy.  

 
PURPOSE: 
Masters and PhD programs are academic programs at the University of Saskatchewan.   
New academic programs must be approved by University Council. 
  
SUMMARY 
The Master of Public Policy and the PhD in Public Policy are intended to be research-
focused programs in the School of Public Policy.   The Academic Programs Committee 
of Council received the attached proposal documents in January, 2009, and requested 
additional information from the School regarding its faculty and other programs.   
 
The Master of Public Policy requires 9 credit units in core courses, 6 credit units in 
electives, plus PUBP 990 and 994.  The PhD in Public Policy requires 9 credit units in 
core courses plus PUBP 990 and 996.  The following new courses will be created for 
these programs: 
PUBP 810.3  Qualitative methods and research design 
PUBP 811.3 Quantitative methods and research design 
PUBP 820.3 Comparative Public Policy 
PUBP 830.3 Decisions in Organizations 
PUBP 990 Seminar 
PUBP 994 Public Policy Masters Research 
PUBP 996 Public Policy PhD Research 
 
At its January 27 meeting, the Academic Programs Committee of Council discussed the 
proposal with School of Public Policy Executive Director Michael Atkinson and with 
CGSR Associate Dean Trever Crowe.   The committee agreed to recommend approval of 
these programs to University Council. 
  
ATTACHMENTS:  Proposal documents 





























New courses:  Master of Public Policy and PhD in Public Policy 
 
PUBP 810.3  Qualitative methods and research design 
This course provides students with the opportunity to learn and practice inquiry processes for 
conducting qualitative research.  Students will examine the following topics:  issues in 
qualitative data (ontology, epistemology, methodology and method), collection of qualitative 
data (e.g. interviewing, ethnography, focus groups, case studies), analysis of data, and combining 
qualitative and quantitative data. 
Prerequisite:  Admission to the MPA/MPP/PPP program or permission of the instructor 
 
PUBP 811.3 Quantitative methods and research design 
This course provides students with the statistical concepts and techniques required for 
conducting research and critically evaluating empirical studies.  Topics include statistical 
inference, sampling theory, and data and regression analysis as applied to problems in public 
policy. 
Prerequisite: Admission to the MPA/MPP/PPP program or permission of the instructor 
 
PUBP 820.3 Comparative Public Policy 
This course uses a comparative perspective to analyze how public policy is formulated, how it 
can change, and why.  It will discuss the roles of formal and informal institutions, of actors, 
structures and networks.  The aim of the course is to provide the participants with a greater 
understanding of classical and contemporary theories of public policy, with the ability to 
critically analyze and compare public policy; and to develop frameworks for comparative policy 
analysis. 
Prerequisite: Admission to the MPA/MPP/PPP program or permission of the instructor 
 
PUBP 830.3 Decisions in Organizations 
This course examines the manner in which decisions are made in organizations with a particular 
focus on policy decisions.  The course uses a wide variety of behavioural theories to look at 
phenomena such as policy traps, framing, unwarranted optimism, and group think. 
Prerequisite: Admission to the MPA/MPP/PPP program or permission of the instructor 
 
PUBP 990 Seminar 
 
PUBP 994 Public Policy Masters Research 
 
PUBP 996 Public Policy PhD Research 
 











 
January 19, 2009 
 
 
The information presented in this document is intended to give members of the Academic Programs 
Committee background information about the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy 
as the Committee considers the School’s proposal to create both a Master’s program and a PhD 
program in Public Policy. 
 
 

Brief Overview of the School 
 
 
Although the School of Public Policy came into existence officially on July 1, 2007, much energy in 
the first year was devoted to recruiting students for the first intake in fall 2008, building relationships 
with the University of Regina, hiring staff, and putting in place structures and processes to govern 
the School. On July 1, 2008, the School of Public Policy became a reality at the University of 
Saskatchewan, and the single, provincial Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy was 
formally established. At that point, faculty and staff were in place, leaders had assumed their roles, 
and the U of S campus was preparing for the first student cohort in the Master of Public 
Administration (MPA) program. A one-day faculty/staff retreat was held in August with a focus on 
Identity and Distinctiveness and Outreach and Training. At the U of S, the School has been in operation for 
only a few months. And while it is a bit early to be definitive about our progress, we are pleased with 
what we have achieved on the critical variables. 
 
Faculty and Research: External hiring combined with excellent internal support has allowed us to create 
a small cadre of superb researchers. The founding faculty cohort at the U of S campus comprises 
four standard appointments (one at the 50% level and one as Executive Director of the School) and 
four joint secondary appointments (each at the 30% level), augmented by 17 associate members, 
5 professional affiliates (including faculty associated with the Master of International Trade 
program), and 2 policy fellows. True to the interdisciplinary nature of the School, this group of 
academics represents nine disciplines. By the end of the current planning cycle, we expect to be 
attracting between $200 and $300K per year in research funding from major granting institutions. 
 
A listing of faculty currently employed at both campuses follows. In addition, the School is presently 
recruiting for five tenure-track positions: three at the University of Saskatchewan campus (two 
Assistant Professors and one Centennial Chair) and two at the University of Regina campus 
(Assistant Professors). 
 
Graduate Students: The founding documents for the School indicate that a key goal is to “develop 
sound interdisciplinary graduate studies programming that attracts students from a wide variety of 
disciplines and institutions, thereby increasing graduate enrolment for the University of 
Saskatchewan.” At the moment, the School manages two Master’s programs: the MPA and the 
Master of International Trade (MIT). The former began taking students in at the University of 
Saskatchewan campus in the fall of this year. Fourteen students, some of them part time, make up 
the initial cohort. Our course offerings are modest by comparison with Regina’s, but they are quite 
adequate to the current enrolment level. We anticipate admitting 20-25 students in 2009 and 
30-35 students in 2010. In addition to the more traditional backgrounds (such as political studies and 



economics), students in this cohort also come from the sciences (psychology, physiology, and 
nursing), business, and education. This year and beyond, the School will more aggressively recruit 
students from institutions outside of the province in an effort to diversify our student body and 
increase overall graduate student enrolment for the University. 
 
The MIT program is in its second year of delivery. This is a niche, on-line program that is attracting 
international attention because of its unique delivery system and its interdisciplinary character.  
 
The Master of Public Policy (MPP) and the PhD programs are the final components of the 
academic programming that the School requires to fully position itself among the leading public 
policy schools across Canada. The MPP and PhD are regular tuition programs whose student 
numbers will be relatively modest compared to the MPA. These programs are critical for the 
recruitment and retention of research-active faculty, for the attraction of top-level graduate students, 
and as a research base for the outreach and engagement activities the School wishes to undertake. 
 
Outreach and Engagement: The School inherited capacity for immediate work in outreach and 
engagement when the resources of the Saskatchewan Institute for Public Policy were made available 
to assist the School’s outreach programming. We are currently conducting a thorough audit of those 
assets and matching them to the School’s outreach priorities. This audit focuses on: a) publications; 
b) colloquia, workshops, conferences; c) contract research; and d) executive training. Organizational 
changes are pending, including transferring some resources currently housed in Regina to the U of S 
campus. In spite of the understandable uncertainty with respect to programming under each of these 
headings, we have mounted a strong line-up of visiting speakers, partnered with the University of 
Calgary to obtain access to American academics via video links, signed an agreement with the 
Province to deliver executive training, and experimented with Shaw Cable in the delivery of public 
affairs programming. The School will take advantage of the Edwards School’s invitation to become 
a part of their downtown campus, a partnership that will allow us to reach more deeply into the 
Saskatoon public policy community. In addition, we are working with the Government of Canada to 
establish an internship program similar to the one that currently exists with the Province of 
Saskatchewan. 



Current Faculty at Both Campuses 
 
 
University of Regina Campus 
 

Name  Title  Research Interests  

Dupeyron, Bruno Assistant Professor of 
Public Policy and Law 

Multi-level governance processes; Cross-border 
public policies; Policy networks; Immigration and 
citizenship in developing countries 

Hawkins, Robert 
 

Professor  

Marchildon, Gregory Professor Public health care policy in Canada and other 
advanced industrialized nations and comparative 
health systems; Political, administrative and 
economic history of the Prairie Provinces 

McNutt, Kathleen Assistant Professor Climate change; E-government; Gender and 
policy; Policy networks; Federal policy-making 

Rasmussen, Ken Associate Director Public enterprise management; Administrative 
reform; Administrative history; Non-profit 
organizations; Ethics and leadership; Provincial 
politics 

Rounce, Andrea Lecturer Post-secondary education policy internationally, 
nationally and provincially (including access and 
affordability); Public opinion; Public sector 
governance (including university governance, 
government procurement, and horizontality); 
Policy analysis; Survey research; Quantitative and 
qualitative research methodology 

Viju, Crina Assistant Professor Applied economic theory and contemporary 
quantitative methods; Economic effects of 
different trade policies applied within the US, 
Canada and the European Union; Investment 
market in emerging economies 

 
 



 
University of Saskatchewan Campus  
 

Name  Title  Research Interests  

Atkinson, Michael Executive Director and 
Professor 

Industrial policy; Policy networks; Canadian public 
policy with a focus on policy institutions; Science 
and innovation policy; Political ethics 

Béland, Daniel Professor Social Policy (especially health care and income 
maintenance programs); Aging and public policy; 
Political sociology; Comparative and historical 
policy analysis; Equalization policy; Ideas and 
policy change; Globalization and public policy 

Fulton, Murray Professor Agricultural policy; Grain transportation and 
handling; Co-operatives 

Heavin, Heather Assistant Professor, 
College of Law 
(jointly appointed to 
School) 
 

International, regional and domestic trade 
regulation; Associated dispute resolution systems 

MacKinnon, Janice Professor Fiscal policy; Federal, provincial politics; 
Affordability of health care; Federal-provincial 
relations 

Peters, Evelyn Professor, Department 
of Geography and 
Planning (jointly 
appointed to School) 
 

Urban Aboriginal issues 

Phillips, Peter Professor and Head, 
Department of Political 
Studies (jointly 
appointed to the 
School) 
 

Science, economic and innovation policy; 
International trade policy; Agricultural policy; 
Saskatchewan and Canadian politics 

Walker, Keith Professor, Department 
of Educational 
Administration (jointly 
appointed to the 
School) 
 

Educational governance and policy making; 
Leadership philosophies and practices; 
Organizational development and capacity-building; 
Professional ethics 

 
 



Overview of Programs 
 
 
Master of Public Administration (both campuses) 
 
Master of International Trade (U of S campus) 
 
Master of Public Policy (awaiting approval) 
 
PhD in Public Policy (awaiting approval) 
 
 

Overview of Courses 
 
 
Currently, the U of S offers the five core courses required for the MPA program, as well as five elective 
courses (see below; note that GSPP courses are the U of R equivalent). Students are also able to take other 
electives outside of the School, as long as they fit with the student’s area of specialization and are approved by 
a faculty advisor in the School. 
 
Core 
 PUBP 801.3 - Governance and Administration (GSPP 801 Governance and Administration) 
 PUBP 802.3 - Fiscal Policy and Federal Provincial Fiscal Relations (GSPP 802 Public Finance) 
 PUBP 804.3 - Public Policy Analysis and Methodology (GSPP 804 Research Writing) 
 PUBP 805.3 - Political Economy of Public Policy (GSPP 805 Economics for Public Policy Analysis) 
 PUBP 806.3 - Public Policy Processes (GSPP 806 Public Policy Analysis) 

 
Electives 
 PUBP 849.3 - Social Economy and Public Policy (awaiting approval) 
 PUBP 898.3 - Higher Education Policy (under development) 
 PUBP 898.3 - Social Policy (awaiting approval, offered in 2008-09 T1 as Special Topics) 
 PUBP 898.3 - Aboriginal Peoples and Public Policy (awaiting approval, offered in 2008-09 T2 as Special Topics) 
 PUBP 898.3 - Public Law 

 
In addition to what is offered at the U of S campus, students are able to take both core and elective courses 
available at the U of R campus. The suite of electives currently offered by the School in Regina and cognate 
departments at that university are fairly extensive, so students have an array of options. Also, since the MIT 
program is also under the auspices of the School, students can take any of those courses as an elective, as 
long as they fit with the student’s area of specialization and are approved by a faculty advisor in the School. 
Students may also take courses from other graduate programs (e.g., economics; political studies; education; 
geography; bioresource policy, business and economics). 
  
We trust that the above information will be helpful to the Academic Programs Committee. Michael Atkinson, 
the School’s Executive Director, would be pleased to attend the meeting when the Committee discusses our 
proposal and answer any questions that may arise. 
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