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University of Saskatchewan 
College of Education 

ECE EDST 321.3 Field Experience Learning in Context 

 
ECE EDST 321 Coordinator: Bonnie Mihalicz 
        Office #3032 
        Office #306-966-5843 
        Cell #306-227-1957 
 
Course Description: This component of field study focuses on community and place-based 
learning in alternate sites of educational practice that offer an integrated and orienting place-
based experience. In addition, teacher candidates will engage in weekly school-based 
experiences where they will engage with learners to more deeply understand and apply learning 
in contexts including instruction strategies, planning and adapting, assessment and evaluation, 
and the effective use of technology.  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

• develop TECC competencies though field experience and seminars 
• demonstrate professional understandings through description of active participation in a 

wide range of activities within the life of the school 
• illustrate ability to engage with children and their families, colleagues, and administrators 
• identify deepening perspectives on education and the community as well as the role of the 

school in society 
• conceptualize professional identity with particular insights into early childhood education 

contexts and pedagogy and the requirements of the profession aligned with personal skill 
set 
 

Attendance Expectations: Teacher Candidates will be attending four seminars on campus in 
Term 1.  (The first two are the September orientations.)  During these seminars, Teacher 
Candidates will learn a variety of skills, supported by the ECE EDST 321 coordinator, in order to 
further understandings of assessing, planning, and adapting. While off campus in their 
“professional homes” in partner schools, Teacher Candidates will be punctual in attendance and 
complete field-based course assignments as well as participate in the life of the partner school 
under the guidance of the partner teacher. In addition, Teacher Candidates will collaborate with 
the partner teacher to draw upon previous knowledge, skills, and resources to apply coursework 
in the creation and implementation of learning experiences with individuals, small groups, and 
whole class.  Two classroom planned learning experiences will be conducted before the end of 
Term 1. Half-day seminars, held on Wednesdays, may be offered at various points during the 
term to enhance and/or deepen the learning experience of the Teacher Candidates.    
 
Any absences must be communicated to the partner teacher as well as the cohort co-ordinator 
prior to 8:30 on the day of the absence, with appropriate explanations provided. 
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The University calendar stipulates, “Regular and punctual attendance is expected of students in 
all their classes (including lectures, laboratories, tutorials, seminars, etc.).  Students who neglect 
their academic work may be excluded from the final examinations.”  When applied to this 
course, this statement shall mean that a student is allowed to be absent from at most 3 hours of 
class on campus/7 hours of class in schools.  When a student has been absent without providing 
the cohort co-ordinator with an acceptable explanation, the student will receive a written 
reminder regarding the attendance regulation. Any further absences, the teacher candidate will 
begin the "If Difficulties Arise" process. 
 
In cases of unacceptable absenteeism, the ECE EDST 321 coordinator can exercise the right to 
exclude the student from the Essential Conversation, which is a requirement to pass this course.  
Students having valid reasons for being absent from a class (illness, death in the family, etc.) 
shall provide the ECE EDST 321 coordinator with appropriate evidence to support the reasons 
given.  

 
Required Reading: 

 
Western and Northern Canadian Protocol: Rethinking Classroom Assessment with Purpose in 
Mind      
http://www.wncp.ca/media/40539/rethink.pdf 
 
Play and Exploration Early Learning Program Guide (SK Ministry of Education)    
http://www.education.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=c711842e-23aa-4e82-b33d-4a530f8d4b2f 
 
Treaty Education:  Outcomes and Indicators  
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/materials/english/docs/Treaty%20Education%20
Outcomes%20%26%20Indicators%20-%20Feb%2021%202013.pdf 
 
And, one from the following according to your grade/age placement: 
 
Essential Learning Experiences for 3, 4, and 5 Year Olds 
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/Curriculum%20Website/Kindergarten/Resource
s/Additional/Essential_Learning_Experiences.pdf 
 
Children First:  A Resource for Kindergarten 
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/Curriculum%20Website/Kindergarten/Resource
s/Core/Children%20First%20A%20Resource%20for%20Kindergarten.pdf 
 
Curriculum Documents from the SK Ministry of Education  
http://www.curriculum.gov.sk.ca/ 
 

http://www.education.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=c711842e-23aa-4e82-b33d-4a530f8d4b2f
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/materials/english/docs/Treaty%20Education%20Outcomes%20%26%20Indicators%20-%20Feb%2021%202013.pdf
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/materials/english/docs/Treaty%20Education%20Outcomes%20%26%20Indicators%20-%20Feb%2021%202013.pdf
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/Curriculum%20Website/Kindergarten/Resources/Additional/Essential_Learning_Experiences.pdf
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/Curriculum%20Website/Kindergarten/Resources/Additional/Essential_Learning_Experiences.pdf
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/Curriculum%20Website/Kindergarten/Resources/Core/Children%20First%20A%20Resource%20for%20Kindergarten.pdf
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/Curriculum%20Website/Kindergarten/Resources/Core/Children%20First%20A%20Resource%20for%20Kindergarten.pdf
http://www.curriculum.gov.sk.ca/
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Suggested Reading: 
 
Cowhey, M. (2006). black ants and buddhists. Portland, Main: Stenhouse Publishers. 
 
Curtis, D. & Carter, C. (2008). Learning together with young children: A curriculum framework  

for reflective teachers. St. Paul, MN: Redleaf Press. 
 
Fraser, S. (2011).  Authentic childhood: Experiencing Reggio Emilia in the classroom. Third  

Edition. Toronto, ON: Nelson College Indigenous. 
 
Harvey, S. & Daniels, H. (2015). Comprehension and collaboration. Portsmouth, NH:  

Heinemann. 
 
McTighe, J., & Wiggins, G. (2005) Understanding by design. Alexandria, VA:  Association for  

Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD). 
 
Miller, D. ( 2008). Teaching with intention: Defining beliefs, aligning practice, taking action, K- 

5. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers. 
 
Partner teachers also have a wealth of recommended reading titles.  You are invited to follow-up 
on their suggestions as they are typically connected to what is happening in their programs and 
within the school divisions of your placement.  
 

Schedule 
 
Sequential Cohorts: 2x a week in schools on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
 
Week of Sept. 14th and 21st – Half-day orientations 
Week of Sept. 27th – First week in schools 
Oct. 14th – 321 Seminar (Room and Time TBA by coordinator) 
Nov. 18th – 321 Seminar (Room and Time TBA by coordinator) 
Week of Dec 7th – Last week in schools for the term 
Week of Dec. 5th and 12th- Essential Conversations 
* Wednesday half day learning-focused seminars may be offered throughout the term. 
 
 
Evaluation: Pass/Fail      
Data for Evaluation drawn from:  

• Attendance  
• Creation and Implementation of 2 Learning Experiences  
• Completion of some components of the PGP (Focus on 

PGP 1 and 2) 
• Field Experience Assessment form 

                                                            (rubric, summary, and signature page) 
• Essential Conversation – held at the end of the term 
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ECE EDST 321.3 Assessments and Suggested Activities  
 
Please see website and ECE EDST coordinator. 
 
 
Academic Honesty 

Students are expected to know and adhere to the following guidelines: 

Plagiarism is a serious offense. If you use resources (books, discussions with others, etc.), cite 
your sources. Failure to do so is plagiarism. You are expected to have read and understood the 
University of Saskatchewan's Guidelines for Academic Conduct (see 
http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty/) 

You are responsible for seeing that your assignments are submitted as instructed. Do not rely on 
others to submit your assignments for you. Keep a copy of your assignments. 

Acceptable use of materials protected by copyright: 
http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/policies/operations/Copyright.php 

Standard of student conduct in academic matters: 
http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty/academic_misconduct.php 

 

Accommodation Planning For Teacher Candidates with Disabilities 
 

The College of Education’s Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) program is required by Saskatchewan 
Human Rights legislation and the University of Saskatchewan Students with Disabilities: 
Academic Accommodation and Access policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students 
with disabilities so they can develop the competencies required for the profession of teaching. 

http://policies.usask.ca/policies/student-affairs-and-activities/students-with-disabilities.php 

Teacher candidates with disabilities who anticipate they may need reasonable accommodation in 
order to meet the required standards are responsible for registering with Disability Student 
Services (DSS) as soon as possible (preferably prior to school start-up).   

http://students.usask.ca/disability/dss/ 

 

 

 

http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty/
http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty/
http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/policies/operations/Copyright.php
http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty/academic_misconduct.php
http://policies.usask.ca/policies/student-affairs-and-activities/students-with-disabilities.php
http://students.usask.ca/disability/dss/
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Field Experiences Accommodation Plan 

The College of Education has also developed an accommodation plan for teacher candidates 
when completing their field-based experiences (321, 322, and internship). This plan is separate 
from the DSS accommodation plan and is to offer additional support when in the field. Once you 
have registered with DSS, then you can meet with Melanie or Kathy in our field experience 
office to create an accommodation plan. 

Additional info: 

http://www.usask.ca/education/fieldexperiences/dss-accommodation-plan/ 

 
 
Professional Accountability 

Professional Accountability: Supporting College of Education Positive Relationships 

Students, staff, faculty, and instructors in the College of Education aspire to the high standards of 
professionalism associated with the teaching profession. 

Please see our website re: Professional Accountability 
http://www.usask.ca/education/professionalism/accountability.php 
 
 

http://www.usask.ca/education/fieldexperiences/dss-accommodation-plan/
http://www.usask.ca/education/professionalism/accountability.php

	The College of Education’s Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) program is required by Saskatchewan Human Rights legislation and the University of Saskatchewan Students with Disabilities: Academic Accommodation and Access policy to provide reasonable accommo...
	Professional Accountability: Supporting College of Education Positive Relationships


